Minutes

Sacred Heart School PTA Minutes

November 6, 2007
The meeting was called to order by Father Patterson at 7:00 p.m.
Father Patterson stressed the importance of a good education and emphasized the role that parents play in helping their children learn.

Prayer. 

Introduction of Co-President by Mrs. Smith:
Roxanne Porter, Co-president; Ardis O’Neal, Vice-president

Introduction of Executive Board by Co-Presidents

Oreatte Previl, Treasurer; Judith Fils, Secretary; Carla Davis, 

Mission: 
Co-Presidents Mrs. Porter and Mrs. O’Neal detailed the mission of the Home School Association. The HSA main mission is to raise funds for Sacred Heart School. The board will conduct several events throughout the school year in order to purchase needed materials and fund programs. In addition the board will serve as liaisons between parents and teachers. The HSA endeavors to form a community for the good of our children in order to bring out the best results for their development. We also hope to encourage the parents to get to know each other. 
Volunteering:
Mrs. Porter and Mrs. O’Neal expressed the need for parent volunteers. The HSA membership consists of all parents. Parents are asked to attend as many meetings as possible. Parental input is held in high regard. We hope that every parent will decide to volunteer.  Please contact the membership at the e-mail or phone numbers listed below to volunteer. Expect to get a call once you sign up for a volunteering opportunity. 
Projects/Current Events/Volunteering Opportunities
1. - The Sacred Heart annual Walk-A-Thon will be held on November 17, 2007 from 12-4 p.m. Participants will walk from Sacred Heart to the Cross Island Parkway and back. A police escort will be provided as well as entertainment, blood pressure screenings, and parting gifts from the sponsor company. A water bottle will be given to each registrant. Registration is $10.00 dollars. Registrations will be held up to the start of the Walk-A-Thon at 12 p.m. Those wishing to donate money may sponsor any walker for any amount of money. We do need volunteers to help with registration. Please alert friends and neighbors of this major event. Ms. Porter noted that last year’s event was a major success. The former HSA helped raise over $6,000. We would like to beat that amount this year.
2. – The board is working to establish an e-mail listing of all parents. Please fill out the e-mail information forms sent out on Monday November 5, 2007 or the index cards passed out during the meeting. The e-mail list will serve as a contact point between the parents and the board. You may e-mail the board if you have questions, information, resources and requests. You may contact any board member and someone will get back to you. 

3. – Class representatives are needed for each class. We would like to have at least two parents for each class, pre-k through 12.  Many parents volunteered during the meeting. They will be contacted by the board within the next two weeks to confirm their commitment.
4. - The school would like to get a list of possible lunch room volunteers. Please let a board member know any dates and times that you are available. We will pass the information on to Mrs. Smith.
Future Events- The Walk-A-thon serves as the kick off for our future events. Look for information regarding holiday events.
Role of the Class Representative: The class representative will serve as a liaison between the teachers and the board. Class representatives will visit their assigned classrooms and speak with the teachers to see what is needed. If there are any need regarding supplies, behavior etc…, the class representative/parent will let the board know. We will all work together to find a solution in order to increase productivity.
Please note- 8th Grade T.A.C.H.S. testing on November 10, 2007. 5th grade Social Studies state test next week.

Parent Questions:

The Class parent is an excellent idea. How is scheduling handled?

Scheduling for the class parent position is very flexible. The parent can coordinate with the teacher and Mrs. Smith to see what would be the best fit for the class. Mainly the class parent will touch base with the teacher to see what is needed. Class parents will meet on the odd months with Ms. Smith and the board to attend to any pertinent business.
What options are available regarding Learning Centers/Tutoring?
On occasion parents may receive flyers from different learning centers. Sacred Heart is not affiliated with any particular organization. Sacred Heart does try to offer information that it may deem valuable to families. We hope that the information is beneficial to the parents and fills a need they may currently experience. The board does note that some of these programs are expensive and not all parents can afford this. It is our hope that as time permits we may be able to use each other to help our children in subjects that our children find difficult.
Does Sacred Heart have a Music Program?
Yes. The music program is part of a comprehensive extracurricular system which includes art, gym and library.  Sacred Heart’s music program is run by Mrs. Pierre. This year the program is broken down by semesters. 2nd through 5th grade has music the first semester, 6th through 8th during the second semester and pre-k through 1st during the last semester. There are three music shows throughout the year and each group will perform. Recorder classes begin in the 2nd grade. Once a student reaches the third grade they can enter the School band. Many of our band members are able to enter honor programs in their schools once they graduate. 
What would the teacher’s that are present at the meeting desire to see happen?

The teacher’s present stressed the need for parent participation. Ms. Smith said the faculty will get together and make a wish list. The HSA board promised to have information distributed expeditiously regarding future meetings.

Principal’s Report

Teachers are extending a message of cooperation. They request that parents speak to their children about safety, manners and respect. All children must participate in the faith filled curriculum offered by Sacred Heart. Stress the need for prayer in their lives. Remember that children experience God through us. 
Parents, please reinforce responsibility at home. Students are loosing clothing items and are not retrieving them or reporting them as lost.

Last year 99.5% of the 4th grade class passed their state exams. 
100% of the 5th graders passed their state exams.
Uniforms have been donated by former students. Please look over the items and see if you could use any of the items.

T-shirts from last years Walk-A-Thon are being sent home. Please send a note if you have not received your shirt.

HSA and parents tentative meeting schedule is every other month. 
Meeting ended at 7:45 p.m.
Contact:

Co-President: Roxanne Porter MsRoxanneR@yahoo.com 
Co-President: Ardis O’Neal ardiso11423@yahoo.com 
Vice-President: Oreatte Previl Oreatte@aol.com 

Treasurer: Judith Fils jpurelove25@hotmail.com
Secretary: Carla Davis sunshined09@yahoo.com 

**************************************Extra! Extra!***********************************
Ron Keunard of Independent Dance School at 220-13 Linden Boulevard in Cambria Heights has informed the Home School Association that they are now open for registration.

Please contact Ron Keunard at 718-598-0640.

Independent Dance School features lessons, in tap, jazz, ballet and hip hop for both children and adults. Registration is held every Monday to Friday from 3 to 8 p.m.
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